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At the start of Part Two, Montag says they had “started
and won two atomic wars since 2022.” How does our
society compare or contrast with the one in Fahrenheit
451?
In novels like Orwell’s 1984 and Zusak’s The Book Thief,
readers encounter controlling governments. How do
these governments compare or contrast with each
other?
Society in Fahrenheit 451 is obsessed with technology.
How are these technologies like what we have today,
and how can we avoid becoming so distracted by them?

Banned and challenged books have become a common
topic. How can we encourage people to read these
books, and how can we support educators who teach
them?
Instead of memorizing books, as Granger and the other
scholars did, how can we continue to preserve the
knowledge we gain from literature?
How can literature help us engage with social and
political issues in meaningful ways today?
How can our campus create spaces that encourage open
discussion of controversial or challenging books?
In what ways can student organizations or clubs promote
freedom of expression through literature and the arts?
How might we use modern platforms—such as podcasts,
blogs, or social media—to share and preserve the lessons
we take from literature?

Margaret Atwood, The Handmaid's Tale (1985)
Suzanne Collins, The Hunger Games (2010)
Aldous Huxley, Brave New World (1932) 
George Orwell, 1984 (1949)
Markus Zusak, The Book Thief (2005)
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PEN America
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In the opening of Part One, readers realize Guy Montag
is not a typical fireman; he sets fires instead of putting
them out. What other aspects of this world are opposite
from what we might expect?
Throughout the novel, Captain Beatty speaks like a well-
read man. Why is he allowed to have knowledge when
others, like Montag, are not?
After meeting Faber, Mildred and her friends return
home and go straight to the parlor. Montag tries to
engage them by reciting “Dover Beach.” Why did
Bradbury choose this poem, and how does it reflect the
society in Fahrenheit 451?

After escaping the city and crossing the river, Montag
meets a group of scholars who preserve books by memory
and hope to pass them down orally. How effective could
this be, and is it worth their effort to continue?
Finding, keeping, and reading books seems to destroy
Montag’s life. What, if anything, does he gain from the
knowledge he acquires?

BOOK CLUB KIT

Ray Bradbury (1920–2012) was one of the most influential American
writers of the 20th century, known for blending science fiction,
fantasy, and social commentary. Born in Waukegan, IL, Bradbury grew
up during the Great Depression and was largely self-educated,
spending countless hours in libraries that would shape his lifelong love
of books. His most famous novel, Fahrenheit 451 (1953), imagines a
future where books are outlawed and firemen burn them, raising 
timeless questions about censorship, conformity, and the role of literature in society. He also
gained acclaim with The Martian Chronicles (1950), a series of interlinked stories about human
colonization of Mars, and Something Wicked This Way Comes (1962), a dark fantasy exploring
fear and temptation. Over a career spanning more than seventy years, Bradbury wrote hundreds
of short stories, plays, essays, and screenplays, influencing generations of readers and writers. He
received many honors, including the National Book Foundation Medal for Distinguished
Contribution to American Letters and a Pulitzer Prize Special Citation in 2007. Fiercely devoted
to imagination and intellectual freedom, Bradbury championed libraries, creativity, and writing.
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