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The Sigma Tau Delta 2026
Convention has gone mobile! The most
up-to-date schedule, maps, reminders,

and more are available on our free
mobile app. Download it now at https://
builder.guidebook.com/g/
englishconvention2026/.
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Convention At-A-Glance

Sunday, March 29

3:00-9:00 Registration
Storyville Hall, 3
4:30-5:30 NEHS Reception (by invitation)
Regency Club Lounge, 32
5:45-6:45 Welcome Receptions

« Eastern Region
Celestin A, 3

*3» Far Western Region
Celestin B, 3

%* High Plains Region
Imperial 5a, 4

+<» Midwestern Region
Celestin H, 3

« Southern Region
Celestin F, 3

«» Southwestern Region
Celestin G, 3

< Alumni
Imperial 5bcd, 4

«» Sigma Kappa Delta
Celestin C, 3

7:00-7:15 Opening Ceremony
Celestin D-E, 3

7:15-8:15 Maurice Carlos Ruffin, Keynote
Speaker & Signhing
Celestin D-E, 3

8:30-9:30 Rectangle & Review Reading
Celestin D-E, 3

LEGEND

The last number indicates whether the room is on the
third or fourth floor.

Example: Imperial 9, 4 is located on the fourth floor.

SHOP AT

Shop English (Storyville Hall, 3)
Bookstore Sales & Vendors (Storyville Hall, 3)
Chapter Merchandise (Storyville Hall, 3)

Monday, March 30

7:30-4:30 Registration
Storyville Hall, 3
NEHS Presentations: Salvage the
Bones
Celestin H, 3
Concurrent Session A
Breakout Rooms
+» Workshop—Sewing the Archive:
Black Masking Indians and Visual
Literacy
Celestin D, 3
Concurrent Session B
Breakout Rooms
% LitFest: The Long and Short of
Flash Fiction: An Interactive
Introduction to Very Short Stories
Celestin D, 3
Jesmyn Ward, Keynote Speaker &
Signing
Celestin D-E, 3
Lunch (on your own)
Concurrent Session C
Breakout Rooms
s LitFest: Narrative Alchemy: Writing
Courageous Characters & Complex
Worlds
Celestin D, 3

7:45-9-15

8:00-9:15

9:30-10:45

11:00-12:30

12:30-1:30
1:45-3:00
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3:15-4:30

4:45-6:00

6:15-7:30

7:30-8:45
7:45-9:30

9:00-11:00

Concurrent Session D

Breakout Rooms

*» LitFest: From Lost Dog to Local
Legend: The Creation of Scrim on
the Run! as a First Time Author
and lllustrator
Celestin D, 3

Concurrent Session E

Breakout Rooms

*>* Workshop: Celebrating the
Freedom to Read in Schools and
Libraries
Celestin D, 3

Concurrent Session F

Breakout Rooms

3 Workshop: What Can You Do with
an English Major? A Workshop on
Mapping Career Pathways for
Students
Celestin D, 3

+» Distinguished Voices in
Contemporary Poetry: Billie
Tadros, Elias Kerr, and the NEHS
Poets Laureate
Celestin H, 3

Dinner (on your own)

NEHS Evening Programming

Celestin H, 3

Literary Trivia Night

Celestin D-E, 3



Convention At-A-Glance

Tuesday, March 31

7:30-4:30 Registration
Storyville Hall, 3

7:45-9:15 NEHS Presentations: Cat on a Hot Tin
Roof
Celestin H, 3

8:00-9:15 Concurrent Session G

Breakout Rooms
+» Workshop: Beyond the Page: How
English Majors Can Build Careers
in the Nonprofit Sector
Celestin D, 3
9:30-10:45 Aimee Nezhukumatathil, Keynote
Speaker & Sighing
Celestin D-E, 3
11:00-12:00 SKD Linda Kraeger Awards Luncheon
Celestin E, 3
Lunch (on your own)
12:15-1:30 Concurrent Session H
Breakout Rooms
+%» Workshop: Aimee
Nezhukumatathil—The Beast In Me
Celestin D, 3
1:45-3:00 Concurrent Session |
Breakout Rooms
«%» Workshop: Selling Your Strengths:
Resume, Cover Letter, and CV
Tips for Alumni
Celestin D, 3

3:15-4:30 Concurrent Session J
Breakout Rooms

3:15-7:30 Workshop: New Orleans Writing
Marathon (registration required)
Celestin D, 3

4:45-6:00 Concurrent Session K

Breakout Rooms
«» Workshop: Getting Lit: Roles for
English Majors in the Lit Fest
Field
Celestin D, 3
6:15-7:15 President’s Reception for Faculty and
Alumni
8 Block Restaurant, 3
6:15-7:30 Research in the Round
Celestin E, 3
6:30-7:15 SKD Advisor Meeting
Imperial 9, 4
7:30-8:45 Dinner (on your own)
8:45-10:30 Open Mic Night
Celestin D-E, 3

*STUDENT DELEGATE REIMBURSEMENT

Each chapter sending a student delegate to Wednesday'’s
Business Meeting and Awards Ceremony qualifies for a
reimbursement check of $200 ($400 for chapters outside of
the continental US).

Required: One student chapter member must complete the
digital attendance form during the Business Meeting and
Awards Ceremony. A QR code link will be provided.

Wednesday, April 1

7:30-11:30 Registration
Storyville Hall, 3
8:00-9:15 Concurrent Session L
Breakout Rooms
+» Workshop: Informed by Place:
Write the Story of Your Culture
Celestin D, 3
8:00-12:15 NEHS New Orleans Writing Marathon
Celestin E, 3
9:30-10:45 Concurrent Session M
Breakout Rooms
«» LitFest: Louisiana Love: Music,
Food, and the Passions of a
Native Daughter
Celestin D, 3

New Orleans Writing Marathon

Visit the Registration Desk in Storyville Hall to sign up
for a writing and walking tour of New Orleans. Spaces
limited. First come, first served!

Sigma Tau Delta 2026 Convention

11:00-12:15 Concurrent Session N
Breakout Rooms
*}» LitFest: Breathing Room:
Resilience, Renewal, and the
Stories that Carry Us
Celestin D, 3
12:30-2:00 Business Meeting & Awards Ceremony
Celestin D-E, 3

Careers for English Majors 1:1 Mentoring

Janine Utell from the
MLA will be offering 1:1
mentoring on careers
for English majors.
Sign up for a 20-minute
time slot on Monday or
Tuesday. Mentoring
will occur at the MLA
booth in Storyville Hall.




Convention Theme

SECOND LINES
New Beginnings

By Michaelann Nelson, Sonia Mae Brown, and
Chloe Evans
2026 Convention Co-Chairs

A second line is a parade that embodies the
soul of New Orleans. It traditionally consists of
a brass band, the “first line” of club members
or a family hosting the parade, and then the
“second line"™—anyone and everyone who
wants to join in the celebration. The roots of
second line parades stretch back to the 19th
century and the tradition of jazz funerals. In
those somber yet celebratory processions, the
“first line” was the family of the deceased,
funeral directors, and a brass band. The
“second line” was made up of those who joined
the procession to honor the dead and
celebrate their life. Over time, second lines
evolved beyond funerals to become a regular
part of New Orleans social life. Social Aid and
Pleasure Clubs, formed in the late 1800s to
provide financial assistance and community
support, began hosting their own second lines
as celebrations of life, culture, and community
resilience.

—From Jean Lafitte House.

Sigma Tau Delta 2026 Convention

The concept for the 2026 Convention theme
stems from the ideas of inclusion and
resilience that are embodied in the tradition of
the Second Line. Like the Second Line, Sigma
Tau Delta, and the profession of language and
literature that it represents, is inclusive. We
invite anyone to join our profession and join the
celebration of voices and stories it represents.
It offers a place where one can find a new
beginning.

We also celebrate the resilience of the
community. At a time when our profession is
under attack in many parts of the country, we
will remain resilient and make sure that those
voices and stories are preserved and heard.
The people, culture, and geography of New
Orleans exemplify the spirit of resilience, and
provide a perfect backdrop to celebrate this
theme. The Second Line embodies the New
Orleans philosophy of transforming hardship
into celebration. We hope to see you in New

Orleans, and “Laissez les bons temps rouler—
Let the good times roll!



Spotlight Author

New Orleans is home to one of the largest
literary festivals in the United States, the
Tennessee Williams and New Orleans Literary
Festival, in honor of itinerant New Orleans
resident and playwright Tennessee Williams. It
was at 722 Toulouse Street in the French
Quarter that Williams reinvented himself and
found his new beginnings. It was also where
he began to embrace his queer identity.
Reflecting on this period of his life, Williams
recalled that “In New Orleans . . . | found the
kind of freedom | had always needed, and the
shock of it—against the Puritanism of my
nature—has given me a subject, a theme,
which | have never ceased exploiting.” The
theme can especially be seen in the character
of Blanche from A Streetcar Named Desire,
Williams’ 1947 award-winning play. Set in New
Orleans, Blanche moves there to start her life
anew with her sister Stella after losing her
teaching job and the family home in Laurel,
MS. She finds hope and renewal in a potential
new relationship. Williams went on to win two

Sigma Tau Delta 2026 Convention
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Pulitzer Prizes (including for Streetcar), three
New York Drama Critics’ Circle Awards, and a
Tony award for work such as The Glass
Menagerie, Cat on a Hot Tin Roof, Night of the
Iguana, and Garden District.

Williams frequently wrote in the Southern
Gothic tradition, which he shared with other
New Orleanian writers, such as Kate Chopin
and Anne Rice. New Orleans’ rich literary
history can be found in its alleyways and
bookshops, streetcars and cemeteries. We will
celebrate this unique literary history in all its
manifestations at the 2026 Convention and
welcome papers on all aspects of New
Orleanian literary heritage. It is also celebrated
each year by the Tennessee Williams and New
Orleans Literary Festival, which will hold its
40" anniversary festival March 25-29, 2026,
just prior to the start of the 2026 Convention.
Come to Convention early and see the New
Orleans Literary Festival!



Spotlight Author
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Land Acknowledgement

English Honor Societies dedicates a portion of our convention program and physical space to
acknowledge and celebrate the Native American life that calls the land on which we convene their
rightful home. English Honor Societies specifically honors the Biloxi-Chitimacha-Choctaw Native
tribes who belong to the land on which we hold this year’s convention, an extraordinary home and
culture that once spanned much of the Southeastern United States. These are just a few of the
people we pay our respects to, as many Native tribes have ancestral claims to this area.

Furthermore, our convention site and its surrounding areas fall beneath the parameters of the
Indian Removal Act of 1830, one of the countless acts that willfully exploited and betrayed
indigenous trust toward colonizing forces—and one that cemented the removal of much of the
Biloxi-Chitimacha-Choctaw community from the region. While atrocities such as treaty violations,
land theft, and forced displacement via the Indian Removal Act brutalized the Native peoples of
this land and violently evicted them from their home, we recognize their ancestors and
contributions to culture stay with us now and forever. We affirm the Biloxi-Chitimacha-Choctaw
connection and synergy with this land on which we convene as much as we envision a future that
returns them to this place that they rightfully call home, as much as we live in a present that
acknowledges their people’s unforgettable perseverance and joy.

As an honor society dedicated to the educational and academic pursuits of literature, storytelling,
and meaning-making, we must do our part to lift the stories of displaced, marginalized peoples
who call the land we occupy their home. We encourage all convention attendees to pay similar
respect to the rightful harbinger’s of their chapter’s land, as well as to visit the Biloxi, Chitimacha,
and Choctaw Tribe’s websites to learn more about the tremendous culture that continues to thrive
today.

This statement was drafted by the Student Leadership Committee. Careful attention to and
consultation of online resources run by indigenous communities and institutions was given,
including the Native Governance Center and Native Land Digital.

TrIBE OF LOUISIANA

TunicaBroxi ‘?i
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https://www.tunicabiloxi.org/
https://www.chitimacha.gov/
https://www.jenachoctaw.org/home
https://english.org/about-us/student-leadership/
https://nativegov.org/
https://native-land.ca/

What to Know First
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Sigma Tau Delta
2026 Convention
has gone mobile!

Download the free app now

https://builder.guidebook.com/g/englishconvention2026/

Tap “Download the app” to access the
guide on your iOS or Android device.

To access the guide, use the
passphrase: anglishconvention2026

Prefer the web version? Some content ‘

and networking tools may be available |

to you online.

9 Album

=8 Sigma Tau Delta 2026

March 29 - April 01, 2026
New Orleans, LA

0 Convention Info

E Convention Program

Activity Feed
My Schedule

4 Photo Album

8, connect
=

é Sign-Up Forms
¥ Supporters

©Q Explore noLA

Convention Name Badges Must be Worn at All Times

Only those with name badges will be permitted to attend concurrent sessions, presentations by
guest speakers, other convention events, and activities. Regions are indicated by dot colors:

Eastern—Yellow
Far Western—Pink
Alumni—Gray

Sigma Tau Delta 2026 Convention

High Plains—Red
Midwestern—Blue
SKD—Green

Southern—Purple
Southwestern—Orange
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Keynote Speakers

Sigma Tau Delta 2026 Convention

Maurice Carlos Ruffin

Sunday, March 29, 7:15 p.m. | Celestin D-E, 3
Keynote Reading, followed by book signing

Introduction:
Faith Montagnino—University of Scranton (PA)

Maurice Carlos Ruffin is the author of National Bestseller, The
American Daughters, as well as The Ones Who Don’t Say They
Love You, a One Book One New Orleans selection, which was
longlisted for the Story Prize. Ruffin is the winner of the lowa
Review Award in fiction and the Louisiana Writer Award. Ruffin
is an associate professor of Creative Writing at Louisiana State
University.

Jesmyn Ward

Monday, March 30, 11:00 a.m. | Celestin D-E, 3
Keynote Reading, followed by book signing
Introduction:

Kaylee Jo Stocks—Utah State University, Logan (UT)
Interviewer:

Michaelann Nelson—Utah State University Statewide (UT)

Jesmyn Ward is a two-time National Book Award-winning author
known for her powerful novels exploring race, family, and resilience
in the American South. Hailed as “the new Toni Morrison,” her
acclaimed works include Salvage the Bones, Men we Reaped, and
Sing, Unburied, Sing. Don’t miss the chance to hear from one of
today’s most influential voices in contemporary literature.

Aimee Nezhukumatathil

Tuesday, March 31, 9:30 a.m. | Celestin D-E, 3
Keynote Reading, followed by book signing

Introduction:
Isaiah Russell—Fort Hays State University (KS)

Tuesday, March 31, 12:15 p.m. | Celestin D, 3
Workshop: The Beast In Me

Introduction
Isaiah Russell—Fort Hays State University (KS)

Aimee Nezhukumatathil, Guggenheim Fellow and award-winning
poet, is the author of Bite By Bite and the New York Times bestseller
World of Wonders. She has published five poetry collections,
including Night Owl and Oceanic, and co-authored Lace & Pyrite with
Ross Gay. Her honors include a National Endowment for the Arts
fellowship, Pushcart Prize, and NAAEE’s 2024 Innovation Award.
She is poetry editor for Sierra and professor at the University of
Mississippi.



Workshop Speakers

Sigma Tau Delta 2026 Convention

Kim Vaz-Deville

Monday, March 30, 8:00 a.m. | Celestin D, 3
Sewing the Archive: Black Masking Indians & Visual Literacy

Introduction:

Kaylee Jo Stocks—Utah State University, Logan (UT)

Kim Vaz-Deville, Chief of Staff at Dillard University, is the author

of The ‘Baby Dolls’: Breaking the Race and Gender Barriers of the
New Orleans Mardi Gras Tradition. She collaborates with the Golden
Feather Hunter Warrior Nation on Black masking suits. Her workshop
takes a look at New Orleans’ cultural traditions.

Soline Holmes

Monday, March 30, 4:45 p.m. | Celestin D, 3
Celebrating the Freedom to Read in Schools and Libraries

Introduction:

Akbar Hosain—Illinois State University (IL)

Soline Holmes, librarian and Information Services Chair at Academy
of the Sacred Heatrt, is president of the Louisiana Association of
School Librarians and active in national library committees, including
ALSC and USBBY. Soline will be speaking about how best to
celebrate the freedom to read in schools and libraries.

Janine Utell

Monday, March 30, 6:15 p.m. | Celestin D, 3
What Can You Do with an English Major? Mapping Career
Pathways for Students

Introduction:

Audrey Ball—Fort Hays State University (KS)

Janine Utell, award-winning writer, editor, and professor emerita of
English and Creative Writing at Widener University, is the author of
four books and editor of major scholarly volumes on various topics.
Utell will speak on career opportunities for English graduates.

L. D. Lewis

Tuesday, March 31, 8:00 a.m. | Celestin D, 3
Beyond the Page: How English Majors Can Build Careers in
the Nonprofit Sector

Introduction:
Faith Montagnino—University of Scranton (PA)

L. D. Lewis is a literary nonprofit administrator and co-creator of the
award-winning FIYAH Literary Magazine, she was also a researcher
for the LeVar Burton Reads podcast. L. D.’s workshop will focus on
nonprofit opportunities for English graduates.

10



Workshop Speakers

Sigma Tau Delta 2026 Convention

Tiffany Nolde

Tuesday, March 31, 8:00 a.m. | Celestin D, 3
Selling Your Strengths: Resume, Cover Letter, and Curriculum
Vitae Tips for Alumni

Co-Presenter:

Avery Crews Prado de Lima—Alum of Lindsey Wilson College
This alumni workshop will help alumni strengthen their personal
brand and tell their story with confidence during the job application

process, creating compelling narratives that highlight strengths and
call attention to skillsets that align with job descriptions.

Richard Louth

Tuesday, March 31, 3:15 - 7:30 p.m. | Celestin D, 3
New Orleans Writing Marathon: Explore the Literary Culture of
New Orleans

Advanced Registration Required:
Available to the first 50 registrants at the Registration Desk in Storyville Hall

Richard Louth, Professor Emeritus of English at Southeastern
Louisiana University, will offer attendees the opportunity to explore
the literary heritage of NOLA and engage in creative writing. He has
published widely on writing pedagogy and creative nonfiction.

Tennessee Williams Literary Festival

Tuesday, March 31, 4:45 p.m. | Celestin D, 3
Getting Lit: Roles for English Majors in the Lit Fest Field

Introduction:
Gaylen Bailey—Utah Tech University (UT)

The Festival’'s mission is threefold: to serve the community through
educational, theatrical, literary, and musical programs; to nurture,
support, and showcase regional, national and international writers,
actors, musicians, and other artists; to honor the creative genius of
Tennessee Williams, who considered this city his spiritual home.

Fatima Shaik

Wednesday, April 1, 8:00 a.m. | Celestin D, 3
Informed by Place: Write the Story of Your Culture

Introduction:
Rachel Gima—University of California, Los Angeles (CA)

Fatima Shaik is the acclaimed author of seven Louisiana-based
books. Her career spans fiction, nonfiction, and children’s literature. A
PEN America trustee, she also founded Saint Peter’s University’s
Communication Department and is a member of Writers Room NYC.
Fatima will be leading a workshop on nonfiction writing.

1"



LitFest Speakers

Sigma Tau Delta 2026 Convention

Marguerite Sheffer

Monday, March 30, 9:30 a.m. | Celestin D, 3
The Long and Short of Flash Fiction: An Interactive Introduction
to Very Short Stories

Introduction:
Isaiah Russell—Fort Hays State University (KS)

Marguerite Sheffer is the winner of the lowa Short Fiction Award for
The Man in the Banana Trees. A New Orleans—based author, she
teaches at Tulane University and co-founded the collectives Third
Lantern Lit and Wildcat Writing Group.

L. D. Lewis

Monday, March 30, 1:45 p.m. | Celestin D, 3

Narrative Alchemy: Writing Courageous Characters & Complex
Worlds

Interviewer:

Sonia Mae Brown—Philander Smith University (AR)

L. D. Lewis, Shirley Jackson Award—nominated writer, editor, and
publisher, is the author of A Ruin of Shadows, The Dead

Withheld duology, and the forthcoming novel Year of the Mer. She is
co-creator of the award-winning FIYAH Literary Magazine.

Madi Hannan

Monday, March 30, 3:15 p.m. | Celestin D, 3
From Lost Dog to Local Legend: The Creation of Scrim on the
Run! as a First-Time Author and lllustrator

Introduction:

Michaelann Nelson—Utah State University Statewide (UT)

New Orleans native Madi Hannan is an educator, artist, and writer
whose children’s stories and illustrations celebrate Louisiana’s
culture and natural world. She also teaches AP Biology, Animal
Science, and Anatomy at Mount Carmel Academy.

Fatima Shaik

Wednesday, April 1, 9:15 a.m. | Celestin D, 3
Louisiana Love: Music, Food, and the Passions of a Native
Daughter

Introduction:
Rachel Gima—University of California, Los Angeles (CA)

Acclaimed author of seven Louisiana-based books, Fatima Shaik is
best known for Economy Hall: The Hidden History of a Free Black
Brotherhood, winner of the American Book Award and LEH Book of
the Year 2022. Her career spans fiction, nonfiction, and children’s lit.

12



LitFest Speakers

Holly MacKenna

Wednesday, April 1, 11:00 a.m. | Celestin D, 3
Breathing Room: Resilience, Renewal, and the Stories that
Carry Us

Introduction:
Arista Elderkin—University of Alabama (AL)

Holly MacKenna is a dual board-certified psychiatrist and integrative
medicine physician. She developed the THRIVE Whole Health
Program and co-authored Inhale, Exhale . . . Shoot!, a children’s
book that teaches emotional regulation through basketball.

Convention Readings

Rectangle and Review Reading

Sunday, March 29, 8:30 p.m. | Celestin D-E, 3

Introduction:
Starla Parker, Nicholls State University (LA)

Sigma Tau Delta Rectangle (founded in 1931) is an annual journal of creative writing—fiction, nonfiction,
and poetry while the Sigma Tau Delta Review (founded in 2005) is an annual journal that publishes critical
essays on literature and rhetoric/composition and essays devoted to pedagogical topics. Authors from the
2026 editions will read excerpts of their published works. Come celebrate the accomplishments of your
fellow published Sigma Tau Deltans.

Readers:

Audrey Ball | Kathryn Bergquist | Abigail D’Antoni | Nina D’Eramo | Charlie Dorlon | Huici Gunawan | Lacy
Harlin | Obiageli A. lloakasia | C. J. Jones | Kayleigh Kearsley | Thiri Lin Bo | Carmen Lok | Sadie Lovett |
Sadie Olsen | Vanessa Reyes | Ella Stott | Kira Tjomsland

NEHS Inaugural Poets Laureate Reading

Monday, March 30, 6:15 p.m. | Celestin H, 3
Distinguished Voices in Contemporary Poetry: Billie Tadros, Elias Kerr, and the NEHS Poets
Laureate

Mentors:
Billie Tadros—The University of Scranton (PA)
Elias Kerr—The University of Scranton (PA)

Guided and supported by their mentors, award-winning poets Billie Tadros and E. Kerr, our three Poets
Laureate have been encouraged to take risks, trust their voices, and write with intention.

Poets Laureate:

Josie Bednar—The Liberal Arts and Science Academy High School (TX)
Isaac Cavaciuti—Collier High School (NJ)

Patrick Keedy Brown—Ransom Everglades School (FL)

Sigma Tau Delta 2026 Convention
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Convention Highlights

Sunday, March 29
Welcome Receptions | 5:45-6:45 | Breakout Rooms

Convene with your region, cohort, or fellow-program members over light hors d'oeuvres to
welcome each other to the 2026 Convention and network while getting into the New Orleans spirit.

Opening Ceremony | 7:00-7:15 | Celestin D-E, 3

Convention Co-Chairs Michaelann Nelson, Sonia Mae Brown, and Chloe Evans welcome
attendees to the Sigma Tau Delta 2026 Convention and introduce our first keynote speaker!
Rectangle & Review Reading | 8:30-9:30 | Celestin D-E, 3

Introduction: Starla Parker, 2025 Sigma Tau Delta Journal Intern, Nicholls State University (LA)

Sigma Tau Delta Rectangle (founded in 1931) is an annual journal of creative writing—fiction,
nonfiction, and poetry while the Sigma Tau Delta Review (founded in 2005) is an annual journal
that publishes critical essays on literature and rhetoric/composition and essays devoted to
pedagogical topics. Authors from the 2026 editions will read excerpts of their published works.

Monday, March 30
Careers for English Majors 1:1 Mentoring | 8:00-11:00 | Storyville Hall, 3

Janine Utell from the MLA will be offering 1:1 mentoring on careers for English majors. Sign up for
a 20-minute time slot (see QR code on the At-A-Glance page of the program; first come, first
served) and learn more about how to best utilize your English degree in your future career.

Internship Opportunities | 3:15-4:30 | Imperial 12, 4
D-15—Roundtable: Partnerships Committee: On Internships

Do you want to learn about the internships the Partnerships Committee has developed? Do you
want to know about the advantages to you from doing an internship? This panel includes two
members of the Partnerships committee who have worked to develop internships, an internship
award winner, and an organizational partner.

Workshops and LitFest

Each concurrent session at the 2026 Convention offers either a Workshop or LitFest session.
Workshops are designed to inspire, challenge, and support participants at every stage of their
literary and professional journeys. The program brings together award-winning authors, editors,
librarians, educators, and cultural leaders who will share their expertise through engaging talks,
interactive sessions, and mentoring opportunities.

Modeled after world-renowned literary festivals, LitFest sessions offer attendees unique
opportunities to engage with a diverse lineup of speakers including internationally recognized
voices and writers rooted in the vibrant literary culture of New Orleans.

Sigma Tau Delta 2026 Convention 14



Convention Highlights

Monday, March 30 (Continued)
Literary Trivia Night | 9:00-11:00 | Celestin D-E, 3
Sponsored by: National Council of Teachers of English (NCTE)

Join Student Leadership for a night of literary trivia! Leave the stress of presentations and travel at
the door and come show off your literary prowess. Compete alongside (or against!) friends and
chapter members for Sigma Tau Delta swag and other great prizes. Questions will cover a wide
array of genres and time periods—and might even test your Sigma Tau Delta knowledge!

Tuesday, March 31
Careers for English Majors 1:1 Mentoring | 11:00-2:00 | Storyville Hall, 3

Sign up for a 20-minute time slot (see QR code on the At-A-Glance page of the program; first
come, first served)

Study Abroad Opportunities | 12:15-1:30 | Celestin H, 3
H-06—Roundtable: World of Words: Student, Alum, and Faculty Study Abroad Opportunities

This roundtable highlights Sigma Tau Delta’s study abroad and scholarship opportunities, including
the partnership with Girton College, Cambridge. Alumni, faculty, and students will explore
immersive programs, funding options, and application strategies while hearing experiences
showcasing the academic, cultural, and professional benefits of global engagement in literature,
language, and lifelong learning.

Publication Opportunities | 12:15-1:30 | Imperial 11, 4
H-13—Roundtable: Meet the Sigma Tau Delta Editorial Board for Journals

Meet with the Editorial Board and past Editorial Interns of the Sigma Tau Delta Review and the
Sigma Tau Delta Rectangle. Come prepared to ask questions about applying for internships and
submitting works for the journals. The Editor and past interns will address the publication process
and their experiences.

Alumni Workshop | 1:45-3:00 | Celestin D, 3
I-15—Workshop: Selling Your Strengths: Resume, Cover Letter, and CV Tips for Alumni

Presenters: Tiffany Nolde, University of North Georgia, Gainesville (GA) & Avery Crews Prado de
Lima, Lindsey Wilson College (KY) / Indiana University (IN)

This session will focus on helping alumni strengthen their personal brand by learning how to tell
their story with confidence during the job application process. Participants will work on shaping
their experiences into clear, compelling narratives that highlight their strengths and call attention to
skillsets that align with job descriptions. The workshop will include guided time to revise resumes,
curriculum vitae, and cover letters, with sample materials provided. Attendees will leave with
stronger documents and a clearer sense of how to present themselves as professionals.

Note: Please bring a digital or physical copy of your current materials. We will have dedicated time
for workshopping to ensure you leave with a document that is ready to send, and with tips on how
to frame each document for future use.

Sigma Tau Delta 2026 Convention
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Convention Highlights

Tuesday, March 31 (Continued)
New Orleans Writing Marathon | 3:15-7:00 | Celestin D, 3

Advanced Registration Required: Available to the first 50 registrants at the Registration Desk in
Storyville Hall

Richard Louth, Professor Emeritus of English at Southeastern Louisiana University and creator of
the New Orleans Writing Marathon, will engage attendees on a walking and writing tour where
they will explore the literary heritage of the city of New Orleans and engage in creative writing.

Research in the Round | 6:15-7:30 | Celestin E, 3
Advanced Registration Required

Participants will circulate from table to table in a timed, speed-style format, where (after a brief
introduction from the Table Hosts) they discuss the topic, answering the two questions or
formulating one of their own about the same subjects.

Open Mic Night | 8:45-10:30 | Celestin D-E, 3
Emcee: Isaiah Russell, Fort Hays State University (KS) & Kaylee Jo Stocks, Utah State University,
Logan (UT)

Attendees are invited to share their short, original creations at Open Mic Night. Bring your best
poetry, flash fiction, and other short pieces to perform for the friendliest audience you will ever find.
This event is sponsored by the Student Leadership Committee and is open to all attendees.

Wednesday, April 1
Business Meeting & Awards Ceremony | 12:30-2:00 | Celestin D-E, 3

The Convention Awards Ceremony is the culminating event of the convention, regularly getting top
reviews in post-convention surveys. Join hundreds of attendees at this festive gathering, and be
present when thousands of dollars are awarded for the best convention presentations. Sport your
red and black finery while celebrating your membership in Sigma Tau Delta, Sigma Kappa Delta,
or NEHS.

Octavia Books | Convention Pop-Up Bookstore | Storyville Hall, 3
Sunday 6:00-9:00 | Monday 9:00-6:00 | Tuesday 8:00-4:30 | Wednesday 8:00-12:30

Octavia Books is an independent, locally-owned, New Orleans bookstore and will be our
featured bookseller at the 2026 Convention. Stop by to pick up all of our Keynote and LitFest
speakers’ books and for all official event signings.
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Faculty Roundtables

New for the 2026 Convention, we are featuring a selection of Faculty Roundtable sessions organized by
faculty members (sometimes in collaboration with student members) geared specifically to an audience of
fellow faculty members. These sessions focus on topics of particular interest to faculty members ranging
from running successful chapters to pedagogical practices.

Monday, March 30
A-13: Breaking Boundaries: Rendering Voices to the Un-Heard | 8:00-9:15 | Imperial 11, 4

The panelists present works that have been omitted from the canons of literature. The authors of the works
being presented are a true representation of the race, gender, and ethnic minority on whose behalf the
works are created.

B-14—Second Lines as Public Forms of Poetry | 9:30-10:45 | Imperial 11, 4

Second Lines is not only a form of public engagement with creative expression, but also a way for us to
interact with literary forms that invite members of our community to engage. Just like a second line
welcomes community members to participate, we propose public poetry events.

C-07—Facilitating Successful Chapters | 1:45-3:00 | Celestin H, 3

Chapter growth and involvement can be challenging to develop and then maintain. This roundtable draws
on the experiences of Outstanding Chapter Award winners to discuss avenues to success, from recruiting
to chapter activities throughout the year. Panelists are co-Advisors of chapters who have won Outstanding
Chapter awards.

E-14—The Voices that Made Us | 4:45-6:00 | Imperial 11, 4

Who are the voices in your head? Does Morgan Freeman narrate your inner dialog? This roundtable
explores how we build our writer’'s voice by incorporating voices that influence us. Artists mimic artists they
like, musicians cover their favorite bands, and writers do the same with the voices that made us.

F-13—Advancing Literacy at HBCUs: How Sigma Tau Delta Can Lead and Serve | 6:15-7:30 |
Imperial 11, 4

Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUSs) are foundational spaces for cultivating literacy,
affirming language, and amplifying voices in the Black community. This roundtable centers on how Sigma
Tau Delta can more intentionally support and strengthen literacy initiatives at HBCUSs.

Tuesday, March 31
G-13—Professional Development for Sigma Tau Delta Members | 8:00-9:15 | Imperial 11, 4

How can we best help our students develop professional skills and prepare for their careers after college?
Facilitators of this Roundtable will invite Sigma Tau Delta Chapter Advisors to consider how to answer this
guestion with regard to both STD meetings and their department's curriculum.

J-13—Experiential Learning Beyond the Classroom | 3:15-4:30 | Imperial 11, 4

Three Chapter Advisors facilitate discussion on experiential learning beyond the classroom. Through study
abroad programming (“Kiplin Hall” in northern England), internship coordination (placements at Library of
Congress, presses, nonprofits), and public scholarship (Wikipedia entries on overlooked writers), we
explore how chapters can expand professional development opportunities for English majors.

Wednesday, April 1
N-14—ENG _ _ _: Literature on Turning Hardships into Celebrations | 11:00-12:12 | Imperial 10, 4

Sigma Kappa Delta (SKD) Advisors propose a dream reading list for a literature class titled “Literature on
Turning Hardships into Celebrations.” In this proposed course, students will explore the transformative
power of literature, focusing on how authors depict the process of overcoming adversity and celebrating
personal growth, resilience, and triumph.

Sigma Tau Delta 2026 Convention
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NEHS Programming

Sunday, March 29
NEHS Welcome Reception | 4:30-5:30 | Regency Club Lounge, 32
By Invitation Only

NEHS student members and Chapter Advisors are invited to an exclusive reception
and mixer where they will be welcomed by the NEHS Director, Advisory Council,
Convention Co-Chairs, and Sigma Tau Delta Executive Committee.

Monday, March 30
NEHS Presentations: Salvage the Bones | 7:45-9:15 | Celestin H, 3

NEHS students from Mexico and the US will take the stage to deliver compelling critical and
analytical presentations on the Convention Common Reader Jesmyn Ward’s Salvage the Bones.

Distinguished Voices in Contemporary Poetry: Billie Tadros, Elias Kerr, and the NEHS
Poets Laureate | 6:15-7:30 | Celestin H, 3

Guided and supported by their mentors, award-winning poets Billie Tadros and E. Kerr, our three
Poets Laureate—Josie Bednar, Isaac Cavaciuti, and Patrick Keedy Brown—have been
encouraged to take risks, trust their voices, and write with intention. They now share the fruits of
their labor at the culmination of their poet laureate tenureship.

NEHS Evening Programming | 7:45-9:30 | Celestin H, 3

NEHS students and Advisors gather for a fun night of literary trivia hosted by the NEHS Advisory
Council.

Tuesday, March 31
NEHS Presentations: Cat on a Hot Tin Roof | 7:45-9:15 | Celestin H, 3

NEHS students will deliver insightful and innovative presentations on 2026 Spotlight Author
Tennessee Williams’ Cat on a Hot Tin Roof, offering profound analyses and fresh perspectives on
this acclaimed play.

Wednesday, April 1
NEHS New Orleans Writing Marathon Opening | 8:00-12:00 | Celestin E, 3

Richard Louth, Professor Emeritus of English at Southeastern Louisiana University and creator of
the New Orleans Writing Marathon, will engage NEHS students on a walking and writing tour
where they will explore the literary heritage of New Orleans and engage in creative writing.

2026 NEHS Convention Award Winners
The NEHS Convention Presentation Award provides opportunities for outstanding student
members to present at the annual Sigma Tau Delta convention.

« Carlos Omar Rodriguez & Carlos Cortes (PrepaTec Saltillo, Mexico)
- Natalee Rae Daniels & Jessica Sun (Middle College at Austin Peay State University, TN)
« Nancy Richardson & Precious Livingstone (Manor High School, TX)
« Karen Jimenez & Raymiluz Soriano (Jose Marti STEM Academy, NJ

Sigma Tau Delta 2026 Convention 18



Sigma Kappa Delta Programming

Sunday, March 29
SKD Welcome Reception | 5:45-6:45 | Celestin C, 3

Meet other Sigma Kappa Delta members from around the country
and enjoy light hors d'oeuvres to welcome each other to the 2026
Convention and network while getting into the New Orleans spirit.

Tuesday, March 31

Linda Kraeger Awards Luncheon | 11:00-12:00 | Celestin E, 3

At this luncheon we honor those individuals who have won the national writing contests and scholarships,
and we also present the chapter awards for best literary magazine and chapter activity. Pre-registration
required. Contact skd@niu.edu with questions.

SKD Advisor Meeting | 6:30-7:15 | Imperial 9, 4

This is also a chance to learn more about Sigma Kappa Delta through the eyes of other chapters. Advisory
Council members will be available to meet with Faculty Advisors to address comments and concerns.

Wednesday, April 1

M-07—Roundtable: From Hardships to Celebrations: Finding New Beginnings | 9:30-10:45 | Celestin
H, 3

SKD members will share the challenges that come with pursuing academic excellence, personal growth,
and a strong sense of purpose. For this roundtable they will reflect on a personal hardship or challenge they
have faced in their lives and how they eventually triumphed over this difficulty.

N-14—Faculty Roundtable: ENG _ _ _: Literature on Turning Hardships into Celebrations |
11:00-12:15 | Imperial 10, 4

SKD Advisors propose a dream reading list for a literature class titled “Literature on Turning Hardships into

Celebrations.” In this proposed course, students will explore the transformative power of literature, focusing
on how authors depict the process of overcoming adversity and celebrating personal growth, resilience, and
triumph.

Support Your Fellow SKD Presenters

A-08—Creative Nonfiction: Practicing Authenticity | “Banana Split” by Meredith Dyer

A-12—Original Prose: Turning the Page | “Moving Forward” by Parsa Vard

D-06—Rhetoric: Reimagining How We Learn | “A Silent Misunderstanding: Accommodations” by Lily Carter
E-06—Children's/YA Literature: Connections, Memory, and Belonging | “Tethered Through Adversity: The
Power of Imperfect Connections in Salvage the Bones” by Emily Adams

E-08—Creative Nonfiction: Belonging and Resistance | “Generational Legacy or Red curse” by Puja Kharel
F-03—American Literature: Connections, Conflict, and Continuity | “The ‘Indian’ Cycle” by Hayden Hill
F-06—Connections across Generations and Cultures | “At the Gates of Tumblr: A Defense of Gatekeeping” by
Gideon Hatt

G-08—Creative Nonfiction: Family Ties and Tensions | “The Circus—A Cautionary Tale” by Kristin Venable
H-10—Original Poetry: Poems of Birth and Renewal | “Steps to Motherhood™ by Emily Adams
I-05—British Literature: Reason, Romance, and Rebellion | “Justice for Charlotte Lucas” by Ren Sawyer
I-12—Original Prose: Stories of Struggle and Self-Discovery | “Hell in High Water” by J Phillips
J-10—Original Poetry: LGBTQIA+ Poetic Perspectives | “How to Become a Werewolf’ by Kathryn Runyans
K-10—Original Poetry: Celebrating Queer Verse | “Me, Myself, & I” by J Phillips

L-09—Original Prose: Stories of Spirit | “We Hold the Dawn” by Matthew Layton

N-04—Original Poetry: Death, Pain, and Healing | “Thirteen” by Cordelia Lehr
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Business Meeting & Awards Ceremony

WHO should attend this event—and WHY?

ALL convention attendees are urged to attend Wednesday’s Business Meeting and Awards
Ceremony to get the inside scoop on who’s who and what’'s happening in Sigma Tau Delta. Don’t
miss this opportunity to participate in Sigma Tau Delta at the Society level. Additionally, this is the
opportunity to celebrate your fellow chapter and Society members as they are recognized for thier
outstanding convention presentations. Each year we award thousands of dollars to the best of the
best student and alumni papers. All papers presented at convention are considered for awards.

BUSINESS MEETING + AWARDS CEREMONY = $200

Every Sigma Tau Delta chapter with an official student delegate present at Wednesday’s Business
Meeting & Awards Ceremony is eligible to receive a $200 reimbursement ($400 for chapters not in
the continental US).

In addition to the financial incentive for attending, the meeting is an opportunity for students,
Faculty Advisors, and alumni to participate in the governance and planning of Sigma Tau Delta.
Participants gain firsthand information on the Society’s operations, meet the Board of Directors
(Officers, Regents, Student Advisors) and Student Representatives. The ceremony is a
celebratory culmination of the annual convention.

WHAT happens at the Business Meeting and Awards Ceremony?

Wednesday, April 1 | 12:30-2:00 | Celestin D-E, 3

At the General Business Meeting an official roll-call of chapters will be displayed. Sigma Tau Delta
Officers give brief reports and make important announcements concerning the Society.

During the Awards Ceremony, convention awards are presented to attendees who presented
papers at this year’s convention. Award categories include the Isabel Sparks President’s Awards
for alumni, the Justin Q. Owen Convention Awards for students presenting on the Convention
Theme, the Beth DeMeo Poetry Award for critical work on poetry or a poet, the Stemmler/Dennis
LGBT& Awards for work representing or celebrating the LGBT community and its literary
contributions, Hispanic Heritage Awards for work containing Hispanic or Latine themes, and the
Willa Cather Foundation Awards celebrating works focusing on author Willa Cather. Members of
the National English Honor Society will also receive awards at the ceremony. The Outstanding
Chapter Display award winners are also named during the ceremony.

HOW does a chapter receive a reimbursement check?

Each chapter's official student delegate must complete the form provided via QR code during
Wednesday's Business Meeting & Awards Ceremony. The official student delegate must (a) be a
student member and (b) attend and participate in the full Business Meeting & Awards Ceremony.
The reimbursement checks for $200/$400 will be sent to chapters from the Central Office shortly
after the convention. It is customary for delegates to provide their home chapters with a report on
the convention (the business, the sessions, etc.).

WHAT about Alumni?

Alumni members and current students about to become alumni members are encouraged to
attend Sunday’s Alumni Reception (5:45 p.m. in Imperial 5bcd, 4) to network with fellow alums.
Alumni will also want to attend Tuesday’s Alumni Workshop (1:45 p.m. in Celestin D, 3). And don’t
miss the President’s Reception for Faculty and Alumni on Tuesday!
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Suggestions for Chairs and Moderators

Please check the Convention App Event Schedule for the most up-to-date information for presenters,
chairs, moderators, and sessions.

Student Chairs (Panel Chair)

 Arrive at your session at least five minutes prior to the beginning of the session.

» Before formally starting the session, introduce yourself to the presenters and check to see if all of them
have arrived; check the pronunciation of each presenter’'s name and their pronouns.

» Remind presenters that they have no more than 15 minutes and that the moderator will keep track of
the time.

* Encourage presenters to stand while they present so all the members of the audience may see and
hear them.

« If a presenter has a handout, assist them by distributing it as their presentation begins.

» Begin the session on time. Timing is tight, so assist the moderator in keeping track of the time.

» Ask the audience to hold all questions until all presenters have finished.

» Ask everyone to turn off cell phones or other electronic devices.

« Sit in the front row. Immediately before each presenter begins reading, stand up and off to one side as
you introduce that presenter by name and college/university or alumni affiliation, include any additional
details you collected, and give the title of the work being presented. Follow the order of presenters as
listed in the program.

« Jot down thoughtful comments and questions as the presenters read and be willing to participate in the
discussion of the works with the moderator, presenters, and audience, but yield the floor to session
attendees.

« If a faculty moderator does not arrive, be ready to ask a faculty member in the audience to moderate, or
be ready to take on the additional duties of the moderator. When you get a break, please inform the
staff at the registration desk about the missing moderator.

Faculty Moderators (Discussant)

» Well before your assigned session, check the time and location for your session (available in the 2026
Convention Program and the convention app). Last-minute changes to the schedule will be posted on
the convention app.

« Arrive at your session at least five minutes prior to the beginning of the session.

» Before the session begins, introduce yourself to the chair and the presenters, check the pronunciation
of each presenter's name and their pronouns, check to see if all of them have arrived, and help your
chair begin the session on time.

* Remind presenters that they have up to 15 minutes. Keep track of the time and, if needed, gently
remind presenters when there is only a minute or two left.

» As time permits, facilitate a discussion of the works with the presenters, the chair, and the audience. If
the audience hesitates, be willing to step in with your own question(s), but yield the floor to session
attendees and the presenters. If possible, make sure that each presenter is involved in the discussion
even if you have to direct a question to them.

« Intervene if an audience member is dominating the discussion or is being rude or inappropriate. You are

the “safety net” for the often nervous first-time presenters.

» Conclude the session by thanking the attendees and by asking for another round of applause for the
presenters.

« If the chair does not arrive, please take on the duties of the chair. At your next opportunity, inform the
staff at the registration table about the missing chair.

» Moderators, check the Moderators page on convention app under Convention Info for suggested
guestions to facilitate a good session discussion.

Sigma Tau Delta 2026 Convention
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Whittington, Chloe (University of Central Oklahoma): H-01
Wiehe, Gabriella (Liberty University): C-02

Wiese, Noelle (Olivet Nazarene University): C-06
Wilkerson, Wren (Missouri Southern State University): N-04
Williams, Brooke (College of the Ozarks): B-04

Williams, Heidi (TN State U): D-13, E-09, F-13, J-08
Williams, Kennedy (University of TN at Martin): M-02
Williams-Chvosta, Kiley (St. Norbert College): M-10
Wilson, Collin (University of Evansville): C-05

Winters, April (Northern Arizona University): M-06
Wisenor, Samuel (Whitworth University): 1-10

Woehr, Thomas (The College of New Jersey): G-04
Wood, Maya (University of Southern MS Gulf Park): G-11
Woodward-Ganz, Paris (University of Oregon): H-10
Wortner, Karrie (University of Wisconsin-Green Bay): F-10
Wyatt-Saylor, Savannah (SUNY at Geneseo): C-12
Wynn, Dirk (Duquesne University): F-03

Yip, Anika (Chapman University): K-07

Young, Kai (Centenary College of Louisiana): N-07

York, Jennifer (Aims Com College, Greeley Campus): M-07
Yuro, Matthew (The College of New Jersey): M-13, RITR
Zacharatos, Kathryn (Duquesne University): D-01

Zeiler, Savannah (Southern AR University): B-15, 1-08
Zimmerman, James (Southern NH U- Online): N-01
Zobel, Darcy (Furman University): J-02

Zywicki, Felix (University of lowa): B-06

\ OVER 70 VARIETIES OF OVERSIZED
» SPECIALTY DONUTS TO CHOOSE FROM &

Hurts Donut is the rebel of all donuts! Each
unique flavor, a love letter to our customers.
Our donuts break all the rules with their
uniform-free toppings and amped up flavors!

Save 5% at Hurts Donut when you show
your Sigma Tau Delta 2026 Convention
Badge at check-out! Located next door to
the convention hotel at 501 Loyola Ave.
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Delta Award Recipients and Honor Members

Delta Award Recipients

This prestigious honor recognizes outstanding service at multiple levels of the Society. Recipients

are selected by the Board of Directors.

Richard Cloyd (1998-99) Kevin Stemmler (2011-12)
E. Nelson James (1998-99) Lillian Schanfield (2014-15)
Elva Bell McLin (1998-99) Delores Stephens (2015-16)
Isabel Sparks (1998-99) Robert Crafton (2016-17)
Sue Yost Cody (2001-02) Larry Dennis (2017-18)
Elaine Hughes (2003-04) Judith Petterson-Clark  (2018-19)
Robert Halli, Jr. (2008-09) Mary Sidney Watson (2021-22)
Beth DeMeo (2009-10) Simone Billings (2023-24)
Elizabeth Holtze (2010-11)

Honor Members

Chris Abani Katja Esson Azar Nafisi

Kim Addonizio Mari Evans Howard Nemerov
Edward Albee Philip José Farmer Marry Norris

Julia Alvarez Sherrie Flick Naomi Shihab Nye
Rudolfo Anaya Robert Flynn Sharon Olds

Karen Auvinen
Charles Baxter

Shelby Foote
H. E. Francis

Walter J. Ong, S. J.
Suzan-Lori Parks

Clare Beams Alexandra Fuller Emily Pérez
Alison Bechdel Charles Ghigna Laurence Perrine
Nicky Beer Nikki Giovanni Michael Perry
Saul Bellow Donald Hall Brenday Peynado
John Berendt Robert Hass Carl Phillips
Megan Mayhew Bergman Cristina Henriquez Gin Phillips

Richard Blanco

Robert Bly

Vance Bourjaily

Michael P. Branch
Cleanth Brooks
Gwendolyn Brooks
Winnifred Brown-Glaude
Lorene Cary

Judith Ortiz Cofer

Frank Herbert

Peter Hessler
Andrew Hudgins
William Bradford Huie
E. Nelson James
Marlon James
Cynthia Kadohata

X. J. Kennedy

Diane Khoi Nguyen

David Rakoff

Richard Rodriguez
Kay Ryan

Dana Sachs
Benjamin Alire Sdenz
Mark Salzman

Gary Soto

Stephen Spender
William Stafford

Henri Cole Jamaica Kincaid Lucien Stryk

Billy Collins Ted Kooser Amy Tan

Pat Conroy Li-Young Lee Natasha Trethewey
Bernard Cooper Ursula K. Le Guin Justin Torres

Judith Crist Leslie Marmon Silko Ann VanderMeer
Jim Daniels Valerie Martin Jeff VanderMeer
Natalie Diaz David McCullough Sarah Vowell

James Dickey Erin McGraw Maryfrances Wagner
Anthony Doerr Daniel Mendelsohn Eudora Welty

Mark Doty Wayne Miller Jessamyn West
Ellen Douglas Marion Montgomery Jacqueline Woodson
Timothy Egan Kyoko Mori Kao Kalia Yang

Dave Eggers

Sigma Tau Delta 2026 Convention
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Sigma Tau Delta Board of Directors & Student Leaders

Executive Committee Alumni Representatives
President: Lexey Bartlett Tiffany Nolde

Fort Hays State University, KS University of North Georgia, Gainesville
Vice President/President Elect: Leigh Dillard Campus, GA

University of North Georgia, Gainesville Avery Crews Prado de Lima

Campus, GA Lindsey Wilson College, KY
Immediate Past President: Shannin Student Representatives/

Schroeder . .

Southern Arkansas University, AR Associate Student Representatives
Secretary: AmiJo Comeford Eastern Region

Utah Tech University, UT Brooke Foster (SR)
Officer at Large: Kevin Stemmler Rider University, NJ

Clarion University, PA Faith Montagnino (ASR)
Executive Director: Matt Hlinak University of Scranton, PA

(ex officio)

Far Western Region
Gaylen Bailey (SR)
Utah Tech University, UT
Regents Rachel Gima (ASR)
University of California, Los Angeles, CA

Associate Executive Director: Chris
Lockwood (ex officio)

Eastern: Felicia Jean Steele

The College of New Jersey, NJ High Plains Region
Far Western: Michaelann Nelson Audrey Ball (SR)

Utah State University Statewide, UT Fort Hays State University, KS
High Plains: Mary Clai Jones Autumn Mills (ASR)

Chadron State College, NE Chadron State College, NE
Midwestern: Amy Gates Midwestern Region

Missouri Southern State University, MO Akbar Hosain (SR)
Southern: Heidi Williams lllinois State University, IL

Tennessee State University, TN
Southwestern: Sonia Mae Brown
Philander Smith University, AR

Southern Region
Arista Elderkin (SR)
University of Alabama, AL

Student Advisors Carmen Lok (ASR)

Isaiah Russell University of South Florida, FL

Fort Hays State University, KS Southwestern Region
Kaylee Jo Stocks Savannah Zeiler (SR)
Utah State University, Logan, UT Southern Arkansas University, AR

Editor of Publications
Carie S. T. King
The University of Texas at Dallas, TX
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English Honor Societies Program Leadership

Sigma Kappa Delta
SKD Advisory Council

SKD Executive Director
Matt Hlinak

President: Joan Reeves

Northeast Alabama Community College, AL
Vice President: Leigh Ann Rhea

Calhoun Community College, AL
Secretary/Historian: Donna Newsome

River Parishes Community College, LA
National Regent: Serena Richards

Collin College, TX
Editor: Bradley Sides

Calhoun Community College, AL

English Language Arts Honor
Society

ELA Advisory Council

ELA Director
Chris Lockwood

Bridget Colabello
Morgan Road Middle School, NY

Elizabeth McLaughlin
Juan Pablo Duarte-Jose Julian Marti School
28, NJ

Sigma Tau Delta 2026 Convention

National English Honor Society

NEHS Advisory Council

NEHS Director
Chris Lockwood

Cami Badman
Sullivan High School, IL
Tara Ann Carter
Milken Community School, CA
Breanne Hicks
St. Mary’s Hall, TX
Jessica Seat
Batesville High School, AR
Michael Penna
Toms River High School North, NJ
Tonatzin Rodriguez
West Covina High School, CA
Chris Tamatrri
Burlington County Institute of Technology, NJ
Lindsey Ward
The Woodlands College Park High School, TX

Central Office

Executive Director
Matt Hlinak

Associate Executive Director
Chris Lockwood

Director of Society Operations
Jeannine Szostak

Director of Marketing & Communications
Katie Mudd

Director of Technology
Namon Kent

Event Planner
Nicole Adams

Membership Specialist
Dawn Jamrog

Nonprofit Administrator
Marge Clements

Technology Graduate Assistant
Arshiya Bhasin

Communications Graduate Assistant
Elizabeth Addai-Owusu
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Shepherd University

University of Arkansas-Monticello
Furman University

SUNY at Geneseo

Robert Morris University
Morningside University

Hollins University

Dalton State College

U. of North Carolina at Charlotte
Western Michigan University
Northeast Alabama Com. College
Calhoun Community College

U. of Tennessee at Southern
Collin College

University of Arkansas-Pine Bluff
Northern Michigan University
Southern Arkansas University
Whitworth University

University of Southern Indiana
Calhoun Community College
Clark Atlanta University

Saint Bonaventure University
Freed-Hardeman University
The College of New Jersey
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English Honor Societies

Since its inception in 1924, Sigma Tau Delta International
English Honor Society has modeled its mission to confer
distinction for high achievement, promote interest in English
language and literature, foster exemplary character and
fellowship, and exhibit high standards of academic excellence.
In 1972, Sigma Tau Delta was accepted as a member of the
Association of College Honor Societies (ACHS). Currently the
Society has grown to include over 880 chapters with more than
1,000 Faculty Advisors; approximately 8,500 members are
inducted annually. Sigma Tau Delta has continued to flourish
and expand, branching out in 1996 to found Sigma Kappa Delta
for the growing two-year college system, and in 2005, it
established the National English Honor Society for secondary
school students and faculty. The English Language Arts Honor
Society for students in grades 6-9 was launched in 2023. Sigma
Tau Delta is the second largest honor society in the ACHS.

Sigma Kappa Delta, the English Honor Society for two-year
colleges, functions much like Sigma Tau Delta. Membership
benefits include prestige of membership in a national honor
society, eligibility to apply for scholarships and awards,
leadership opportunities, and fellowship among members on a
local, regional, and national level who share an interest in
literature, the English language, and fine arts. Sigma Kappa
Delta has 122 chapters and annually partners with Sigma Tau
Delta to plan and promote the international convention.

National English Honor Society (grades 9-12) membership is
an honor bestowed on high-achieving students who have
experienced the power of literature, the pleasures of good
writing, and the excitement of language studies. NEHS provides
opportunities for students to be recognized for their
achievement in the following ways: through worldwide academic
recognition, global higher education scholarships, opportunities
for creative expression (creative writing, speech and
performance, filmmaking), leadership skills development, and
community service projects.

The English Language Arts Honor Society (grades 6-9) is a
vibrant community of students and teachers, from all walks of
life, united in their passion for the English Language Arts, and
determined to excel academically. Through our programs,
activities, grants, and awards, we encourage student excellence
and nurture potential.

Sigma Tau Delta 2026 Convention

ELA Honor Society
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Sigma Tau Delta Journals

Annually, Sigma Tau Delta publishes two journals to distribute the best writing and criticism
produced by active members of the Society.

Undergraduate and graduate students who are enrolled through the spring semester and are
members of active Sigma Tau Delta chapters are invited to submit their work.

Sigma Tau Delta Rectangle (founded in 1931) is an annual journal of creative writing that
publishes fiction, nonfiction, and poetry. Submissions should not exceed 2,500 words.

Sigma Tau Delta Review (founded in 2005) is an annual journal that publishes critical essays on
literature, essays on rhetoric and composition, and essays devoted to pedagogical issues.
Submissions should not exceed 3,000 words, excluding notes and works cited. Critical essays
must follow the Modern Language Association style guidelines as defined in the MLA Handbook
for Writers of Research Papers (latest edition).

Sigma Tau Delta Journal Writing
Award Winners for 2025

Frederic Fadner Critical Essay Award RECTANGLE REVIEW
Antonina D’Eramo Jowrnal of Creative Writing ynal of Critical Writing
“A Different Kind of Magic: Derrida’s e 101 Vol
Differance and Silver-working in R. F.

Kuang’s Babel”
Duquesne University (PA)

Eleanor B. North Poetry Award
Joe Lozano

“Pensando en los Rios” (“Thinking of Rivers”) “
Texas State University (TX)

E. Nelson James Poetry Award

Marcus Tsali Rectangle & Review Reading

“Know Me” Attend the readings of authors published in the
The University of Texas at Dallas (TX) 2026 edition of the Rectangle and Review.
Herbert Hughes Short Story Award Sunday, March 29 | 8:30-9:30 | Celestin D-E, 3
Abigail D’Antoni

“Daisies”

University of North Georgia, Gainesville (GA) 2027 Journal Submissions

Elizabeth Holtze Creative Nonfiction
Award

Ella Stott
“Divine Nature” Submission Deadline:
Utah State University, Logan (UT) April 13, 2026
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2027 Convention

March 10 - 13, 2027, Milwaukee, WI | Convention Theme: Techné | Teyvn

As we plan to gather in Milwaukee, home of the first commercially successful typewriter patented by Sholes
and Glidden and marketed as the Remington No. 1 in 1874, we meditate on the connection between our
craft and technology.

Techné means not just a craft or art and its products, but an understanding of the craft and its products so
deep that a master of the craft can teach it to others, as Aristotle explains in Metaphysics. As Sigma Tau
Deltans, we exemplify a striving toward the mastery of our disciplinary arts, which we often refer to as cratft,
and which the rhetoricians amongst us might even call techné. Techné in our disciplines manifests itself in
our critical and aesthetic judgment, our craft as writers across many genres, and our ability to teach our
craft to others.

As critics, writers, and teachers, we inevitably employ technology (with techné at its root, but often defined
in modern English as the machines, tools, and methods that emerge from the practical application of
scientific knowledge): from chisels and chalk to pencils, moveable type, typewriters, ballpoint pens, word
processors, and more. But technology does not define our techné, the rules or ways of knowing of our craft.

Remington No. 1 typewriter, housed in The Milwaukee RiverWalk.
the Wisconsin Historical Museum.

As writers, we have tended to absorb new technologies because they primarily produce the physical texts
we have composed. However, we are now faced with an emerging technology that threatens to upend our
craft. Generative artificial intelligence, trained on millennia of human writing, purports to compose writing
absent of any human agency and, possibly, even to teach it by giving feedback. The concept of techné
gives us a framework for evaluating new technologies, whether they aid or undermine our craft and deep
knowledge of it. How can we make use of machines, and when should we?

However you might answer those questions, we look forward to the joys of convention as we gather to
celebrate our craft as readers, writers, critics, and teachers—and our ability to contemplate how we will

meet the challenges of our evolving craft.

Convention Chair:
Lexey Bartlett
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2027 Convention

Common Reader
How Not to Drown in a Glass of Water by Angie Cruz

Angie Cruz’s novel How Not to Drown in a Glass of Water introduces
us to Cara Romero, a Dominican woman in her mid-fifties, who is
navigating job loss and personal hardships during the Great Recession
of 2007 — 2009. Told through a series of government-mandated job
counseling sessions, the novel unfolds as Cara recounts her life story
with wit, resilience, and unfiltered honesty. Cruz makes good use of
humor and oral storytelling traditions in an updated version of the
epistolary novel with its intimate look into the protagonist’s life, while

touching on themes of immigration, displacement, economic struggle, ~HOW NOT
and the pursuit of dignity in an unforgiving system. ,TNunnEE,‘{'st B

OF WATER
Published in 2022, Cruz’s novel received rave reviews, being named a =
New York Times Review of Books Notable Book and a New York A“‘G“ uﬁuz
Times Editor’'s Choice, as well as being a Latino Book Awards Gold
Medal winner, a finalist for the Neustadt International Prize for
Literature, and longlisted for the Joyce Carol Oates prize, among other accolades.

Cruz’s novel showcases the capacity of literature to open a window for us onto the experience of others and
help us relate to them, whether we share superficial similarities or not. Cara Romero will draw you into her
effort to regain her footing in her work and personal lives, and her story’s meditation on survival, identity,
and the strength found in community is both timeless and freshly relevant.

Spotlight Author
Jane Austen (1775-1817)

We are wild about the opportunity to feature our first British Spotlight
Author! Whether you are a Janeite or not, Jane Austen’s influence on
the modern novel is undeniable. Scholars and fans worldwide have
spent 2025 celebrating the 250th anniversary of Jane Austen’s birth on
December 16, 1775, and we plan to keep the party going.

In keeping with the 2027 Convention Theme, we recognize Jane
Austen as a master of techné. Austen’s contributions to the craft of the
modern novel—her breakthrough use of free indirect discourse, her
psychologically nuanced characters, and her creation or consolidation
of plot tropes that still form the foundation of modern romance novels—
make her a giant in the history of the novel and a perennial favorite.

Our Austen-related programming will feature eminent Austen scholar
Dr. Devoney Looser, author of Wild for Austen: A Rebellious,
Subversive, and Untamed Jane (2025) and many other scholarly works on Austen, women’s writing, and
the history of the novel.
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Supporters

Starta

with your NEHS or
Sigma Tau Delta chapter!

In celebration of the National English Honor Society’s 2oth anniversary
and 100 years of Sigma Tau Delta, both programs are partnering with
Little Free Library to expand the global network of book-sharing boxes.

NEHS and Sigma Tau Delta have
already supported the creation
of numerous chapter-sponsored
Little Free Library book
exchanges through their
Chapter Project Grants, and
we’re excited to continue this
initiative, inviting even more
chapters and communities to
join the movement.

Join us! Learn more at
Iflib.org/english-honor-societies or scan below!

Sigma Tau Delta 2026 Convention
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Supporters

FORGE YOUR PATH
AT LOUISIANA TECH UNIVERSITY

Master of Arts in English

Pathways to Success:
and pedagogy. Full degree and technical writing certificate available.

Our Program:

reviewed research and scholarly presentations.

journalism, and other advanced degree paths.

Course options include onling, in-person, and hybrid offerings.
Earn your English MA or Graduate Certificate with us.

LOUISIANA TECH

—— UNIVERSITY——

Our faculty is dedicated to helping students forge their path in literature, technical writing,

- Offers knowledge and techniques in current research methods and scholarly practices.

- Advances knowledge in these disciplines through the dissemination of nationally peer-

- Provides advanced knowledge and training in literature, technical writing, and pedagogy.

- Prepares students for careers in teaching, technical writing, editing, publishing,

Apply here

=]

i
5

LATech.edu/apply

Sigma Tau Delta 2026 Convention
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Supporters

pro

Find your

fessional home
with NCTE!

Connect with an
English Language Arts
community, whatever
your career interest

or stage.

Pre-Service Teacher?
College Advisor?
Future Librarian?

Author?

Learn how to get involved
at ncte.org/sigma

NCTE has a

place for you!

With resources,
events, and a
thriving community
of members,

find your footing
with a membership
to NCTE.

Student
memberships
are just $30/year.

|_L
INCTE
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DEPARTMENT OF
ENGLISH

SMU Department of English Graduate Studies

AN IMMERSIVE
ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE

Work closely with internationally recognized scholars
committed to your success.

Students engage in publishing initiatives, literary festivals,
professional internships, and editorial workshops led by
leaders in academic journals and presses.

smu.edu/english
Course offerings span literature, theory, pedagogy, cultural INTERESTED?
and gender studies, and the art and business of publishing. Contact Dr. David Caplan,

Director of Graduate Studies:
dcaplan@smu.edu | 214-768-2945

Fully funded: $41,000 annual stipend e tuition e laptop e
moving allowance ® $1,500 research and travel fund e
health benefits e low student-to-faculty ratio

VISIT SMU.EDU/ENGLISHPHD TO APPLY
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Supporters

CUSTOMIZE YOUR ONLINE

ENGLISH M.A.

PROGRAM WITH FOUR EMPHASIS AREAS:

@ Literature

© Creative Writing
© Childhood and Youth Studies

© Composition, Rhetoric, and Language

ONLINE



http://www.unk.edu/

Supporters

V(filla Cathe

CENTER

The National Willa Cather Center enriches lives by advancing Willa Cather's legacy
locally and beyond through education, preservation, and the arts.

FOR ALL CATHER ENTHUSIASTS FOR TEACHERS

— Save the date for the 70th annual Willa Cather ¢ Enhance instructional support materials with our
m Spring Conference, June 5-7, 2025 educational resources about Cather in general as well

. . . N as specific novels and short stories.
We are delighted to welcome Pulitzer Prize-winning author ssP s and short stories

Jane Smiley to Red Cloud, Nebraska. Smiley's Friday evening * Book a field trip at an affordable rate, or utilize our
talk on "Willa Cather, My Antonia and the Life of a Writer" will virtual tours that are free to all.

mark the conclusion of a year-long celebration of Cather's
1918 novel as a title selected by the National Endowment for
the Arts' 2024-2025 Big Read program. Additional conference

¢ Experience our annual Willa Cather Spring
Conference as an attendee or presenter.

programs will celebrate the 100th publication anniversary of o Apply to our annual Teacher Institute to take part in a
Cather's 1925 novel The Professor's House. unique and immersive professional development
experience!

FOR STUDENTS

¢ Access digitized collections, biographical information,
and scholarly articles at willacather.org.

2

willa Cather

The Professor’s House
# ¢ Explore the dynamic history of a small American town
\r‘ in an effort to understand the past and create a richer

future. Can't visit in-person? Go to virtualcather.org.

e Pursue scholarship and internship opportunities
available to graduating high school students, advanced
undergraduate, and graduate students conducting
research about Cather and her work.

Learn more about our educational services by visiting our website, www.WillaCather.org. Ready to begin your exploration
or teaching of Cather? Contact Rachel Olsen, director of education and engagement, at rolsen@willacather.org.

Sigma Tau Delta 2026 Convention
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Supporters

Journey through the
pages of History

Transforming literary passion into unforgettable
travel experiences for students through group travel.

Educational Group Tours in:

I - | Europe, Asia, South America, & More

GROUP
TRAVEL

Place's
your vome

et

chatham.edu/mfa

Tracks in poetry, fiction, and nonfiction

« The Fallingwater Residency in Nature and Place-Based Writing
offers students the opportunity to spend five days studying and
writing onsite at the iconic Frank Lloyd Wright residence.

«+ Training and support to teach in traditional and alternative
classrooms 1s available to interested students.

+ The MFACW program hosts the Emerging Black Writer-in-

* The Fourth River, our national literary journal of nature and place- Residence program, which aims to support and feature the art and

based writing is entirely student-run and offers students editorial teaching of young Black writers. Pittsburgh writer and teacher,

Sakena Jwan Washington, is the 2024-2025 Emerging Black

Writer-in-Residence.

+ Named one of the top five innovative MFA programs in the US

experience for credit or as a volunteer every year.

* Classes in travel writing, nature writing, climate fiction,
Appalachian literature, and social engagement call students to
think deeply about where they are, how they got here, and how by Atlantic Monthly; one of nine distinctive MFA programs in

their presence intersects with the natural and built environments. the nation by Poets and Writers: and one of four top schools to

consider when choosing an MFA by The Writer.

AMERICAN RIVER
CULTURAL EXCHANGE

www.arce:travel

MFA FACULTY

Sheila Squillante
Director

David Blackmore

Heather McNaugher

Marc Nieson

Anjali Sachdeva

Sakena Jwan Washington

2024 Emerging Black

Writer-in-Residence

RECENT AND
UPCOMING VISITORS
Neema Avashia
Brian Broome
Camille Dungy

Pam Houston

Julia Spicher Kasdorf
BK Loren

Dinaw Mengestu
Philip Metres

Dinty W. Moore
Deesha Philyaw
Aisha Sabatini Sloan
Danez Smith

Ira Sukrungruang
Kao Kalia Yang

chatham
UNIVERSITY
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INTERNATIONAL RecogNiTioN I

FORYOU AND YOUR STUDENTS  g=1 A

.. Amplify the power of high-quality - mw ELA Honor SOCIety

E . writing and integrate reading into
classrooms

ELEVATING ELA ACHIEVEMENT IN GRADES 6-9

E « Creative Challenges provide
.| I opportunities to increase student
\ engagement with literature
E +~ Students develop community literacy
3 l projects and share the outstanding
~ work they do

E - Chapter Leader roles encourage
L, {;;,ﬁ,students to take on greater leadership
'\ responsibilities

E‘:;“ Teacher grants support professional
' :I‘f'f—'r'development and classroom libraries

Contact us:
elahonorsociety.org
ela@niu.edu

INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION
FOR YOU AND YOUR STUDENTS

NEHS

NATIONAL ENGLISH
2022 HONOR SOCIETY
for High Schools

7 Worldwide academic recognition for
v students and teachers

gz Opportunities for creative
=’ expression, leadership, and
° community service

zw Publication and convention
®=? presentation opportunities for
° students

Intercultural alliances between US
5~ and international schools

zZ& A wide range of awards, grants, and
&’ scholarships for students and \
° teachers

Contact us:
nehs.us
nehs@niu.edu
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\\ Stony Brook University
Department of English

In Person and Online MA, MAT and Funded PhD Programs

Application deadlines
PhD Program (Fall Only)
December 1
MA & MAT Programs (Spring, Summer, Fall)
October 15, March 15, July 15
Offering specializations in

e African American Literature o Poetry and Poetics

e Asian American Literature ¢ Science Studies and Medical Humanities
« Film and Screen Studies o Shakespeare and Early Modern Studies

e Literature, Culture and the Environment o Theatre and Performance Studies

e Media Studies e Translation Studies

» Migration, Race and Ethnicity » Transnational Studies

stonybrook.edu/english/graduate

| AM

CENTENARY

PRE MED.
GREEKLIFE:
STUDENT GOVERNMENT
N Learn more at centenary.edu/iam
A.“, Centenary College is home to a community of students, faculty, and staff
who encourage each other to think critically, care deeply, and achieve more.
Centenary Bicentennial o CENTENARYCOLLEGELA ° 0 CENTENARYLA

LEGACY.

GREEK LIFE.
GOLF.
AMBASSADOR.

HISTORY.
FOOTBALL.
RESIDENT ASSISTANT.

AT CENTENARY COLLEGE

ﬁCentenary Learn about our Master of Arts in Teaching Program at CENTENARY.EDU/MAT
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Fuel your future:
Earn your MA in English
at TCN])

Prepare for your future as a PhD candidate,
academic librarian, teacher-leader, writer, or

professional through TCNJ’s research-intensive,

10-course Master of Arts in English.

TCN THE COLLEGE OF

' NEW JERSEY

Visit englishgrad.tcnj.edu
for more information.

‘}EASTERN [LLiNoOIS UNIVERSITY ™

~ MASTER OF ARTS
IN ENGLISH

| B

COMPOSITION LITERARY &
& RHETORIC CULTURAL STUDIES

CREATIVE
WRITING

Online students pay in-state tuition; ideal for
working professionals.

On-campus students can apply for graduate
assistantships and tuition waivers.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

Dr. Marjorie Worthington
Director of Graduate Studies
mgworthington@eiu.edu

FLEXIBLE LEARNING WITH
ONLINE & ON-CAMPUS CLASSES

Sam Houston State University

AVAILABLE!
ABOUT US CURRICULUM OFFERED:
English forms the cornerstone of the
humanities. In a variety of courses in @ GRADUATE RESEARCH: METHODS & THEORIES
literature, writing, and the English
language, SHSU English students find a @ LITERARY THEORY
source of personal enrichment, and they
develop verbal, analytical, and cultural
<kills readily adaptable to a variety of (©)  STUDIES IN TECHNICAL COMMUNICATION
careers.
(©  ENGLISH LINGUISTICS
CAREER OPPORTUNITIES @ PRACTICUM IN TEACHING COLLEGE COMPOSITION
* TECHNICAL AND PROFESSIONAL
COMMUNICATIONS
+ TEACHING (SECONDARY AND @ GENDER, SEXUALITY & LITERATURE
HIGHER EDUCATION)

+ JOURNALISM @ SEMINAR IN MAJOR AUTHOR

* GOVERNMENT SERVICE

+ EDITING @ DUAL MA/MFA DEGREE AVAILABLE

.+ LAW

+ BUSINESS @ AND MORE!

MORE INFORMATION:

. 936-294-4608
ENGLISH@SHSU.EDU

ASSISTANTSHIPS
AVAILABLE FOR ON-
CAMPUS STUDENTS!

Q 1901 UNIVERSITY AVE,
EVAN SUITE 458
HUNTSVILLE, TX 77340

BECOME A BEARKAT TODAY!
EAT ‘EM UP KATS
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TEXAS WOMAN'’S

UNIVERSITY

Language, Culture
& Gender Studies
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e
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X

ANGEL EYES WORKS

CANDLEWICK PrEss
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FOLGER
SHAKESPEARE
LIBRARY

GIRTON

Y | COLLEGE

UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE

&= HarperCollins

Heinemann

DEDICATED TO TEACHERS
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QU | LBRARY.....

L5

Mmilkweed
EDITIONS

National
Book &¢

Foundation
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New Orleans

Penguin
Random
House

7
/’
—
SIMON &
SCHUSTER
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SAA,

Smithsonian

American Art sourcebooks
Museum

‘.
I

TEACHERS COLLEGE PRESS

TEACHERS COLLEGE | COLUMBIA 1

NMIVERSITY

W YORK AND LONDON

TENNESSEE
WILLIAMS &
NEWORLEANS
LITERARY
FESTIVAL

—

NORTON
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